SCASCOE 
Board of Directors 

April 30, 2009

1.  Call to Order

The SCASCOE Board of Directors and Committee Chairperson met at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, April 30, 2009 at the State FSA Office Conference Room in Columbia, S. C.   President, Nancy Meyer, welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order.

2. Invocation

Vice President Glenn Thomas gave the invocation.

3. Roll Call and Approval of Minutes
In the absence of Anita Jones and Phyllis Roberts, Patsy Caldwell called the roll.  There were nine voting members present therefore a quorum was reached and the meeting continued (see attached roll call for attendance report).  Patsy read the minutes from the last meeting.  The following changes were made to the minutes:
1. It was reported that the $718 to be added to the treasurer’s report represented:  reimbursement for Glenn Thomas airline ticket and negotiation consultant reimbursement.
2. Membership dues will not be increased.  It will be the same percentage of the current grade, step 1 (.003 %).

3. The incentive award for paid up membership by December 31 to be changed from “new” to “any” member.

  Wes Daniels made the motion for the minutes to be accepted as amended, seconded by Frank Davis.  Motion passed.
4. Financial Reports
The treasurer’s reported provided by Secretary-Treasurer, Anita Jones was presented.  The treasurer’s report was for the period: September 24, 2008 – April 30, 2009.  There was a beginning balance of $7314.50; income of $18,286.77; disbursements of $14,679.82 leaving an ending balance of $10,921.55.  Nancy Meyer also presented a report on the certificates of deposits.  Attached are copies of both of these reports.  A motion was made by Star Elliott and seconded by Patsy Caldwell to accept these reports.  Motion passed.
5. President’s Report

Nancy reported that Cliff Fussell, SE Area Committeeperson, had just gotten back from Washington from the Negotiations Conference.  Some of the SE area concerns were:  1. shortage of funds; 2. PT reclassification; 3. forms constantly changing; 4. training (lack of); 5.  no clear direction/public information; 6. FERS sick leave and retirement has been discussed; 7. increase coverage in health benefits from age 22 to 25; 8. unfair 10 acre rule; and 9. computers so outdated.
We were reminded of the NASCOE convention in 2009 in Gatlinburg, Tennessee and in Hot Springs, Arkansas in 2010.

6. Committee Reports
Emblems - Amy Lattymer:    If there is anything that we would like to have at convention, let her know so we can order it.  Also some items have been sold. (not able to attend meeting).

Benefits - Star Elliott:  Star passed out several sheets listing some of the benefits (see attached) Jeannie Setzer (area chair) will send out information to district chairs.

Constitution & By-Laws -   Jim Bedell:  No report.

Legislative - Glenn Thomas:  Glenn passed out a legislative report (see attached).  He had met with Bob Redding, our consultant, and he said this was the best time to be on the Hill.  There was some very positive and good information received.
Membership - Pam Burtelle: Pam passed out a new list of SCASCOE membership.  Our membership is at 79% - this percentage represents 92 members out of 116 employees.  She will continue and asked that we continue to talk to our non members.

Scholarship and Awards – Kyle Daniel:  Kyle stated that we had only one scholarship application.  Trey Suhrstedt, son of Lexington CED Fred Suhrstedt was the winner.  This was sent on to NASCOE to be judged.

Publicity – Patsy Caldwell:  Patsy reported that we had won the SEA Best Newsletter and Best Single Issue and Kyle Daniel won Best Feature Human Interest Story “ Sweet September”.  These were sent to be judged for national awards.  Our Peach won the best newsletter award this year.  News is due for the January-April, 2009 issue.  She is retiring in May so will not be our editor.  Patsy was asked to leave the room.  Upon returning, she was told that she would have two nights of her room paid at the national convention.  She expressed her thanks for this award.

Audit – Tommie Laney:  Tommy was not present but it was stated that he was getting the books from Anita Jones next week to audit them.

Convention – Wes Daniels and Chris Wallace:  Wes was having to deal with the fact that the original person who had set up our convention has since left but things were going along okay.  He did not have a current rooming list available.  He stated that the raffle sales were going good.  
     Tentative plans were for:

 Friday:  having our meeting – reception 5-7, then dinner on your own.  They are trying to get wrist bands for Broadway at the Beach which will get you into any of the nightclubs.

Saturday:  breakfast buffet which would cost $7.00 from 7 am – 8 am; meeting 8 am – 12 noon, then golf.  There would be no DJ or dance since so few have been coming to this event.  
      There is normally a $20 registration fee.  It was discussed not having a DJ since the attendance was usually so low that we could maybe have registration fee at only $5.00 this year which would basically cover the breakfast cost.  We have money in the convention account and will get more from a CD.  

      The registration form and more information will be sent out as soon as plans are complete.

Auction – Kenn Jameson:  Kenn stated that we had some stuff left from our national convention that we could use for door prizes and silent auction items.  Please bring all that you can to be use.  He will send out a reminder to everyone.  Also thought about order $100 from the NASCOE store to have there also.  Also we will have our cookbooks there that we have left and will sell them for $5.00 each (clear profit now).
Webmaster – Anita Jones:  No report.

7.  Unfinished Business:

     Patsy Caldwell was asked if she would publish the Peach issue for this quarter since no one had stepped forth to do this job.  A motion was made, seconded and passed to pay Patsy’s associate membership dues for 2010 for her doing this.

8.  New Business
    Nancy reminded us of the memorial that Dana O’Quinn, wife of Morris, who will be doing a memorial for Morris at the NASCOE convention.  If you have anything you would like to submit please do so.  Upon Morris’ death, a fund was set up for Marrick and Morgan, children of Dana and Morris, for their college fund.  Wes Daniels made a motion that we donate $500 to this fund, seconded by Kenn Jameson.  Motion passed unanimously.  
     Pam Burtelle submitted minutes for District IV April 24th meeting with 26 in attendance. (Copy attached).     

9.  Adjournment

      There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  Minutes of the meeting prior to our board meeting with Perry Thompson are attached.

Respectfully submitted,

Patsy S. Caldwell

Acting Secretary
SCASCOE
Board of Directors

Meeting with Perry Thompson

April 30, 2009

    Perry Thompson welcomed the SCASCOE Board to Columbia.  He stated that a lot of change had happened since he came on board with FSA in 1983.    He said that the employees held him to understand that the state was bigger than him.  We will move on in the future – how hard/easy depends on us.  

    His departing message to us was to pull our weight in whatever needs to happen.  Go on with our budget being short.  We have overspent our travel budget so we need to cut back in every way possible.  We will life through this.


There is no talk on furloughs, RIF’s, or attrition.  There are other states that are in the red more than SC.  There will be no drastic personnel changes. There are two key jobs to fill.  More state office jobs instead of county.


He was asked about the vacant CED positions in Allendale, Charleston/Berkeley, Horry, and Orangeburg.  Allendale and Charleston/Berkeley falls under the FSA tomorrow status- 2 or less will be shared management; Horry committee has not asked that the county vacancy be advertised; and Orangeburg has been advertised somewhat.  

     There is talk on more COT’s.  The new state committee will decide on this.  


On shared management, the CED’s go when they need to go to the other county/counties.  

     We were informed that the LincPass cards are coming in to the state office.  They will wait until all are received for everyone in the state before distributing.


There was discussion on the reorganization = NRCS/RD.  Time is needed for this.  The Democrats suggest stage of the game.  There may be nothing to come of this.


All will use the FSA logo when it is ready for everyone.  It is still being worked on.


Perry was asked about the timing of the appointment of the new SED.  He said they expect to hear in the next couple of weeks or so.  Just a guess.  They will probably announce a lot of states at one time.  We were asked to work for the common good when our new SED is appointed.


PT reclassification was another subject brought up.  DAFO – John Chott – took names but never had a meeting.  Nothing else has been heard about it.  It is probably on hold since our money is so tight.


It will be easier to see what each person is actually doing once the LincPass is being used.  


Perry was asked if he could help obtain a speaker for our State Convention.  He suggested Bob Stevenson, Acting DAFO, as a good option.

He suggested that we get as many as possible to come to the state convention since the number attending is one of the primary reason Washington sends someone to the convention.

