THE PALMETTO
O PEACH ©

Sept, Oct, Nov, Dec 2009

News from Across the
Great State of South Carolina!

OSouth Car ol
County Of f|




SCASCOE:

President
Vice-President

Nancy Meyer
Glenn Thomas

Secretary/Treasurer Anita Jones

District 1

Chairperson Wes Daniels District 2

V Chairperson Diane Matuse Chairperson
Reg Member Barbara Perry V Chairperson

First Alternate
Second Alternate

Kenn Jameson
Renee Boykin

Reg Member
First Alternate

District 3
Chairperson

\/ Chairperson
Reg Member
First Alternate
Second Alternate

Kelli Brown
Star Elliott
Chris Wallace
Jennifer Saylor
William R Koger

Robin Phillips
Frank Davis
Sharon Byrd

Tommie Laney

Reg Member
First Alternate

Second Alternate

Second Alternate Cyndi Spires
District 4

Chairperson Pam Burtelle
V Chairperson Jimmy Kirby

Robin Johnson
Mindy Lominick
Angela Rushton

COMMITTEE CHAIRS:

Publicity

Benefits

Emblems

Legislative
Membership
Scholarship & Awards
Convention
Constitution & By -Laws
Audit

Auction

Webmaster

Renee Boykin
Star Elliott
Amy Lattymer
Glenn Thomas
Pam Burtelle
Kyle W Daniel
Wes Daniels & Chris Wallace
Jim Bedell
Tommie Laney
Kenn Jameson
Anita Jones







Contact:
USDA Office of Communication
202-720-4623

Obama Administration Names Laurie Lawson to
Serve as State Executive Director for the Farm
Service Agency in South Carolina

WASHINGTON, October 30, 2009 - The Obama Administra-
tion today announced that Laurie Lawson will serve as South
Carolina State Executive Director for the Farm Service
Agency at the USDA.

ALaurie Lawson has a solid understanding
facing our rural communities and wil |l hel p bt
to rebuild and revitalize rural America, 0 sai

Lawson returns to his role as State Execut

Service Agency (FSA) after having served in the position during the Clinton Administra-
tion. Lawson joins the South Carolina FSA after serving eight years as Assistant to the
Vice President of Public Service and Agriculture at Clemson University. Before he
started at the USDA FSA, Lawson served as Chairman of the South Carolina Agricul-
ture Commission from 1979 to 1987. There he represented Governor Dick Riley and
advocated for rural South Carolinians on a national level. In addition to his career in
public service, Lawson managed Lawson Farms. His family has been in the farming
business since 1834. Lawson has over fifty years of experience with rural and agricul-
tural issues in South Carolina.

The Farm Services Agency works to increase economic opportunity and
i mprove the quality of l'i fe for rur al Ameri c
providing direct operating loans for farm equipment, seed and fertilizer, as well as rural
housing loans to help rural people buy, build or rent housing. FSA also procures
various commodities to benefit low-income families through domestic food assistance
programs. At the same time, the agency creates jobs by funding the growth and
creation of rural businesses and cooperatives.

The USDA provides leadership on food, agriculture and natural resources and
touches the | ife of every American. Refl ect
expanding economic opportunities in rural America, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack
and the USDA are working to enhance availability of broadband, promote the develop-
ment of renewable energy, to conserve, maintain and improve our natural resources
and environment, and promote a sustainable, safe, sufficient and nutritious food

supply.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA,

Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-
3272(voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).



EDITORIAL: Lawson a great
farm leader for the state

FLORENCE MORNING NEWS
Published: November 4, 2009

The decision to hire Darlington6s Laurie Laws
the Farm Service Agency at the USDA was good news for farmers throughout the state,

especially the Pee Dee. Lawson, whose appointment was announced last week by the Obama
administration, is uniquely qualified for the position and returns to a job he held during the

Clinton administration. Lawson has farmed 2,500 acres in Oates, a rural community outside
Darlington, for more than 50 years. He has served the last eight years as assistant to the vice
president of public service at Clemson Univer
chall enges and opportunities facing our rural
said, dAand will help build on the Obama admin
America. o

Lawson, 77, served as chairman of the S.C. Agriculture Commission from 1979 to 1987. As
chairman, he represented th8ov. Dick Riley and advocated for rural South Carolinians on a

nati onal l evel. Al dm very pleased to have th
in rural areas of the state, o0 Lawson said in
make a real di fference in delivering the fede
The Farm Service Agency works to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of

|l ife for rural Americans. Some of the agency
for farm equipment, seed and fertilizer, as well as rural housing loans to help rural people buy,
build or rent housing. Al came back because
felt Iike I did well for the farmers and peop
industry in South Carolind not tourism, as many think. Tobacco and cotton are the top

products, with farmers in the Pee Dee growing nearly half of the crops. Peanuts and soybeans
increasingly are being tried as cash crops, a
' ina, 0 Lawson s aiede,defdand diutsdésr yt.hd mostf ul |y coc
Lawsondés family continues a tradition of farm

beans, corn, wheat in sweet potatoes. In recent years;gawiihg business has been added to

the operation, selling grass to homebuilders and homeowners, especially in Myrtle Beach and
Columbia.graMgfgtbeéar came to Oates in 1834, 0
farming ever since.o Lawsonds | ove for the s
standing advocate for the region and state.

We congratulate Lawson on his appointment and thank him for returning to service in a
muchneeded capacity.



Peoplebs Garden I nitiative

On November 4, 2009, | appointed Larry Rogers as the FSA Point of Contact (POC) for the
Peoplebds Garden Initiative for South Carolina.

Rogersdé duties as the POC for the Initiative cons
. Answer questions from counties about volunteering for the Initiative
. Send requests for seeds and signs to the National POC
. Help coordinate any effort the SED would like implemented in South Carolina
. Provide updates to the National POC as requested or when significant Initiative
events are planned
. Attend meetings established by the National FSA POC

The Secretary of Agriculture inaugurated the Peop
Washington, DC in February, 2009 and issued a challenged to USDA employees to create
their own garden.

The goal is for USDA agencies, particularly those co-located in service centers, to install Peo-

pl ebs Gardens which is well within the missions o
tary challenged employees of FSA, NRCS, and RD to unite and make a marked impact on

rural and urban communities to participate in this program. | fully support the Initiative.

Some examples of the types of Initiatives you may consider are listed as follows:

. Traditional gardens with fruit, vegetables, herbs,
flowers, etc.
. Crop or conservation practice demonstration garden
. Organic garden
. Native plantings
. Gleaning
Chil drends garden
. Pollinator or butter fly garden
. Box gardens for windows
The size of the garden coul d

Not all Service Centers have suitable sites for a garden so other options for the Initiative
include:

. Volunteering at a community garden or in crop gleaning
. Helping start a garden at a local school or community center
. Other creative ideas to meet the purpose of the Initiative

The Peoplebs Garden I n
portunity. | realize that you are busy and one or
t wo employees canét do
is early spring; however, we must plan ahead to L
procure the equipment, seeds, and team of em- . =
ployees to plant your garden and participate in this
event. | urge you to partner with NRCS and RD
and pool your resources. Participation in this Ini-
tiative will promote good will and enhance commu-
nications with our sister agencies. If you buy into
this initiative, | believe you will be successful.




Attached are pictures of the Peoples Garden in Edgefield County. When the Secretary issued
the challenge, Virginia Johnson, FSA, partnered with the NRCS and the Edgefield Soil and wa-
ter Conservation District to initiate a garden last spring. The pictures illustrates the team work
to accomplish this common goal.

The Edgefield Service Center selected a site that was grown up in bushes and weeds. They

cleared the area and mixed with fertilizer a farmer donated. Broccoli, collards, cabbage, on-

ions, turnips, and snow peas were planted. Another farmer donated two bales of wheat straw

that was spread through the garden. The Edgefield County Service Center employees are

proud of their garden and are planning one next spring. Virginia states that all the farmers give
favorable comments on their Peoplebdbs Garden. We

a job well done.

We encourage you to contact NRCS and RD to determ
something you would like to do. Larry Rogers is available to assist and to possibly secure
seeds and signs from the National Office POC.

Your District Directors will contact

you to determine if yo
USDAO is interested in
Peoplebdbs Garden I nitia

The use of regular time or admin-

istrative leave will be permitted to

pl ant and maintain you
Garden or other Initiative. Your

District Director can provide more

details and information in this

area.

Laurie Lawson, SED



SURE TRAINING MEETING
November 9-10, 2009

Kenneth McCaskill, Roselyn Quick and Chris Wallace did
a wonderful job explaining the SURE program.
Donét we | ook SURE???7?




