SCASCOE

Board of Directors

September 23, 2008
Amended (as indicated in minutes dated 4/30/09)

1. Call to Order 

The SCASCOE Board of Directors and Committee Chairpersons met at 10:00 A.M. on Tuesday,  September 23, 2008 at the SC State FSA training room in Columbia,  South Carolina.  President, Nancy Meyer welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order.

2. Invocation

Vice-President, Glenn Thomas gave the invocation. 
3. Roll Call and Approval of Minutes
Phyllis Roberts, Alt-Secretary-Treasurer, called the roll.  There were 11 voting members present; therefore a quorum was reached, and the meeting continued, (see attached roll call for attendance report).   Phyllis Roberts read the last meetings minutes dated February 21, 2008.  Robin Phillips made a motion that the minutes be approved.  Patsy Caldwell seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the minutes were approved.
4.
Financial Reports
The Treasurer’s Reports provided by Secretary Treasurer, Anita Bryant were read by Alt-Secretary, Phyllis Roberts.  The Treasurer’s Report, dated February 22, 2008 thru June 30, 2008 had a beginning balance brought forward of $8680.76, total income was $3009.28, expenses totaled $8329.21, leaving an ending balance on hand as of June 30, 2008 of $3360.83.  The Annual Report  dated July 1, 2007 thru June 30, 2008 had a balance brought forward of $1909.22, with income of $13,990.99, expenses totaled $10,630.16, leaving and ending balance on hand as of June 30, 2008 of $3360.83.  Treasurer’s Report dated July 1, 2008 thru September 23, 2008 had a beginning balance brought forward of $3360.83, total income was $6707.36, expenses totaled $2753.59, leaving  an ending balance on hand of $7314.60.  It was further discussed by Nancy Meyer and Glenn Thomas that between the both of them they had an additional  $718.00 (this included reimbursement for Glenn Thomas’ airline ticket and negotiation consultant reimbursement)  in funds to be added to the balance making with cash on hand $8032.60.  Robin Phillips made a motion that these Treasurer’s reports be accepted.  Kelli Brown seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the reports were accepted and approved.
5. Presidents  Report
President, Nancy Meyer, stated that she and Patsy Caldwell had attended the 2008 National Convention in Omaha.  She informed the group that they had roomed together to cut the cost of the trip.  She also touched  on several of the activities, events, meetings and speakers. 

She reported that Deputy Administrator Farm Programs,  John Johnson discussed the  that this was the first Farm Bill that he had been involved in from start to finish and that it would be one of the most difficult to administer. 

Nancy Meyer reported that Chief Financial Officer, Dennis Taitano stated that FSA can expect a six month Continuing Resolution and that OMB are telling FSA that they could expect a year long resolution.  She stated they were facing  a $30 to $35 million dollar challenge. 
Nancy Meyer reported that Nascoe’s Washington Consultant, Bob Redding stated also that this farm bill was the most difficult out of the six  he had been involved in.  Also that Nascoe was involved in how FSA could save money, and that farm groups have been and will have a voice in future farm bills.  

Nancy also reported, Parliamentarian, Sean Rafferty voiced resolutions in support of NAFEC and RASCOE by encouraging all Nascoe members to become members or associate members of NAFEC and RASCOE.

Nancy Meyes reported that the new work reporting,  new T & A system after implementation will link to and account for the work being done in the county offices, resulting in no county office counting and loading work load as in the past which has been a time consuming task.
Nancy Meyer also stated that Nascoe approved to up the Membership Dues by .58 each pay period.  This is $15.00 a year.
Nancy also thanked everyone and Scascoe  for their support and sending her and Patsy to the National Convention.

6. Committee Reports 
President, Nancy Meyer asked each respective Committee Chair to give their committee report at this time.    
Emblems – Amy Lattymer – No Report at this time

Benefits  - Starr Elliott

Starr Elliott passed out flyers with listed benefits available to Federal Employees and member of Nascoe. 

Stated that Nascoe has its on little Expedia for booking all kinds of travel and vacations, www.nascoetravel.com.   Each time the new site is visited and travel is booked Nascoe receives 60% of the commissions that are paid as royalties.    Starr also passed out information on the different benefits and policies available all year for Nascoe members thru J. M. Marketing:         Benefits offered, Cancer and Intensive Care, Long Term Care Protection (Nursing Home), Heart/Stroke Insurance, with option  - Cancer First Occurrence and Intensive Care Riders, Accident Policies, Disability Insurance, Hospital Indemnity Plan, Final Expense Policy, Directors Liability Policy, Critical Illness, and Life Insurance.  Dental Insurance is offered to Nascoe members only during open enrollment because it is a true group policy.

Other benefits for Nascoe members include, Legal Services, Liability Coverage for State Affiliates during Nascoe related functions, cell phone discounts thru Cingular (or AT&T), discount tickets at many Six Flags, Adventure land, Valley Fair in Shakopee MN, and Darien Lake, NY.  Also Sam’s Club membership and Government employee’s discounts when purchasing Dell or HP computers.  

Constitution & By-Laws – Jim Bedell
Jim Bedell passed out the SCASCOE Constitution and By-Laws as amended May 1, 2003.  He asked  if there was any thoughts on changes or amendments that needed to be discussed in the current Constitution and By-Laws.  Jim stated that he thought voting and elections should be amended from the past to be more formal and business like.
Legislative – Glenn Thomas

Glenn Thomas stressed the Legislative importance of  PAC membership.  He also stressed Capwiz and the importance of that direct contact with Congress.  He also reminded the group to encourage membership.  Glenn talked on USDA – Reorganization and working toward  being a more effective Agency.   He stated that no one knows how reorganization will affect South Carolina.  He also discussed the Bill that would allow  cash deals or credit for FERS employees for unused sick leave.  Glenn also thanks everyone for the support and opportunity to serve as Vice-President. 
Membership – Pam Burtelle
Pam Burtelle passed out a new list of SCASCOE Membership:  she stated that out of the 118 employees in the state that 93 were members and we still had 25 non members.  Currently we have 39 associate members.  Discussion was made on how to increase membership.  Jim Bedell stated that it really was not a money factor for the 25 not being members.  Wes Daniels stated that he felt the reason for some county offices not being members was due to the fact that they were just never encouraged to join.
Nancy Meyer stated that she would like to attend each districts PT day and discuss the importance of SCASCOE and how NASCOE stands up for the employees of the agency on the  hill. Discussion was made on SCASCOE giving an incentive cash award to one recipient, equal to the dues for a grade 7, for any membership based on becoming a member by December 31st.  All new members by December 31st would be put in a pot and drawn for the winner of the incentive.  This drawing would be done at the State Convention.  A Motion was made by Kelli Brown to implement the incentive award for the 2008-2009 membership.  Pasty Caldwell seconded the motion.  All approved.
Scholarship & Awards – Kyle Daniel-  was not present

Nancy Meyers stated that SC  SCASCOE does not require the financial information be disclosed on the Scholarship application, but that NASCOE does.
Publicity – Patsy Caldwell

She stated that she was almost thru with the peach and as soon as it is finished she will be sending to Anita for her to load on our website.  None will be mailed so you go to the website from your home computer and view and print.
Audit – Tommy Laney – was not present

Discussion was made on Tommy Laney getting the books from Anita Jones and performing the Audit.

Convention – Chris Wallace and Wes Daniels

Wes Daniels and Chris Wallace have begun working on a site for the 2009 State Convention.  Due to economy their thoughts were to try and keep it small and go somewhere like Litchfield Beach. Wes stated that Litchfield rates change the first of June, rates almost double after June. They  are looking into several places but no commitments yet.  Discussion was made on raffles to raise money.  The Guns have  been good in the past,  
Along with lawn mowers and cash prizes.  Wes discussed that the food is always a big expense, that a nice reception, Saturday dance would run no less than $7500.00 to $8000.00.   In the past costs have ranged around $13,000.00 feeding 150 people.  Suggestions were made in order to sell more raffle tickets,  to have raffle ticket cost either at  $1.00 to $5.00.  

Phyllis Roberts suggested a large screen TV.  She also said that she would donate ½ of the cost.  Phyllis plans to look into the TVs.  Wes and Chris will be working with several possible convention sites and get back.

Auction – Kenn Jameson – was not present

Webmaster – Anita Jones – was not present

7.   Unfinished Business – Nancy Meyer

Nancy stated that the election of President and Vice-President was done thru email.
She stated that Star Elliott and Anita Jones were both in the running for Secretary Treasurer and that Star Elliott had withdrawn from the running, So Anita Jones was running again.  Frank Davis made a motion to elect Anita for Secretary Treasurer. Patsy Caldwell seconded.  All approved unanimously. 
Alt-Secretary Treasurer, Patsy made a motion nominating Phyllis Roberts as Alt-Secretary Treasurer.  Frank Davis seconded.  All approved unanimously.

This completed to official installation of officers.

Nancy stated that she still had cookbooks and it was agreed to keep the price at $10.00.  She also stated that if anyone needed any to contact her.

Nancy stated that we had earned money during the 2007 National Convention.  Of the $5867.08 on hand discussion was made on what to do with the funds left from the National Convention.  Putting $2500.00 in the State Convention Fund and taking the remaining of $3367.26 and splitting between the Scholarship Fund and the General Fund.  Patsy made a motion that this be done and Frank second the motion.  All approved.  Motion was carried.   
Pam passed out spread sheets of SCASCOE Financial Reports she had reviewed since the last meeting.   She explained that it was not really an audit but a detailed list of income and expense for years 2006-2007 & 2007-2008. ( See attached spreadsheets for Officers Reimbursement, Scascoe Financial, and Peach Expenses) 
Discussion was made on membership dues.  Nancy explained that Nascoe voted in favor to raise membership dues by $15.00.  The question was presented whether to raise membership dues for SCASCOE members.  Wes made a motion to keep the same dues and not raise for the upcoming year.  Jim seconded.  Membership dues will not be increased.  It will be the same percentage of the current grad, step 1 (.003)  All approved unanimously.
Membership dues were discussed for Associate members.  Currently Associate Dues are $20.00 for membership, $35.00 if the Associate Member receives the Peach.  Nascoe is going up $5.00 for Associate members.    Wes made a motion to increase Associate dues by $5.00.  Frank seconded the motion.  All approved unanimously.
Several other items that had been polled and passed with a unanimous yes vote are as follows:

Polled and voted to pay Anita Jones the $66.00 for the Webmaster.  

Polled and voted to send $150.00 to the Omaha National Convention for the Hospitality Room.
Polled to Increase the SCASCOE mileage rate to 58.5 Cents

Polled and approved for Patsy Caldwell to attend the National Convention along with Nancy Meyers.

Legislative Conference was the next item for discussion.  The Conference is  coming up in February or March and the concession of the group was to send SCASCOE President Nancy Meyer, Vice-President Glenn Thomas and to send 2 more, female to room with Nancy Meyer and a male to room with Glenn Thomas. 

Also there was some discussion on sending Nancy Meyer and Glenn Thomas to District PT days in order to promote SCASCOE membership and the importance of SCASCOE and NASCOE.  The  Board all  agreed to send them if they could attend.
Nancy Meyers announced the importance of RASCOE and NAFEC, membership dues for anyone wanting to support thru membership is $10.00.  
Nancy Meyer also discussed the 2009 National Convention in Tennessee.  She stated that the overflow hotel was down a hill and encouraged everyone to go on the website and check it and the registration out.
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Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:40 pm, 
at which time the Scascoe Board met with Mr. Ken Rentiers and Perry 
Thompson.  (See attached sheet)






Respectfully Submitted,







Phyllis T. Roberts






Alt- Secretary Treasurer

